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The Spouting Whale

Naming anything, a boat or a child, can be a daunting task, as boat owners and parents
are aware.

Finding just the right name, requires hours of research, looking up meanings and arriving
at acceptability and concensus within the naming group. So it has been finding a suitable
name for the BIuff Yacht Club’s magazine. Somewhere in a conversation, someone
suggested ‘a spouting whale’ as it is the symbol on our club’s burgee. Thinking about it, it
made a lot of sense. A spouting whale is a positive symbol of marine LIFE. It is alive with
vibrant energy and is healthy! Exactly what our club must be!

Of course, as all names can be convoluted into something negative, there is another kind of
spouting whale — spelt WAIL, and this wail sadly spouts forth an unimaginative negative
discharge that definitely does NOT symbolize LIFE! Let us never confuse positive
constructive criticism with this wail. If you have something positive to spout about, in the
form of criticism or otherwise, let’s have it, we are open to suggestions and contributions
that promote the life of our club!

Welcome to the Arst edition of
The Spouting Whale! - Ed
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Looking ahead (Contact Zelda 0829003565)

(December 2072

Sun 02 Dec

Sat 08 Dec Kiddies Christmas party starts at 12 noon - R20 per child and a small present to be
clearly marked

Tue 71 Dec 1830 Committee meeting

Thu 13 Dec Tentative Date - Presentation by Ralph Dominick, 1st South African vessel to transit
the North West Passage 1800

Fri 15 Dec  Private function

Sun 16 Dec Fun day with “Tender Crawl” and Spit Braai (depending on sale of tickets R1I00 each)
starting at Tlam so that we can eat at 2:30/3pm

Tue 25 Dec Christmas day

Mon 31 Dec New Years Eve bash Bring and braai (remember to pre book your camping spot)

&

Fun sail- Skippers’ Briefing 0900

January 2013

Tue O7 Jan
Thu 03 Jan

Sun 06 Jan
Tue O8 Jan
Thu 70 Jan

Fri 18 Jan

Champagne breakfast at 10 am (Pre Book!) H “

Popeye’s sleep over for boys / 6pm tec Sam RIOO per child (includes hotdogs, games,
fun and breakfast)- Call Zelda for details 0829003565

Fun sail- SKkippers’ Briefing 0900
Committee meeting 1830

Olive’s sleep over for girls/6pm to 9am RIOO per child (includes hotdogs, games, fun
and breakfast)- Call Zelda for details 0829003565

1800 Special General Meeting: Presentation of 6 month Financial report, Budget,
General Feedback and Vision of the Club, followed by social and braai-
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FROM THE HELM
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Compliments Corner

In any organization, there is always someone who will go the proverbial extra [nautical] mile of the
way. Singling out individuals is a risky business, as there is also always someone overlooked that deserves
to be recognized. At the moment, at the Bluff Yacht Club, there are so many people worthy of compliments
that we will have to entrench this section of the magazine for many months to come, to focus on and thank
all these commendable people. The recipients, whose efforts are recognized, are not in any order of merit
or importance, since all endeavor, no matter how small, is appreciated. This month we applaud the
following three members:

Zelda Martin for your untiring fund raising to fill the depleted coffers of the BYC. The lekker
curries and cakes and games and musicians and parties. Who will ever forget your efforts to help Bruno and
Debbie and the welcome home! Zelda, you're a star! We are glad you are on our side!

Nina Venish, who arrived at the club recently, took one look at the neglected gardens around the
club house, and without prompting, started weeding and digging and administering the necessary TLC that
has been missing for so long. Nina and her husband, Bruce, bought MISS INDEPENDENCE, and have moved
aboard. Nina you were sent! Thank you for caring.

Andrew Prewett, the proverbial good Samaratan. When the power trips on the hardpark during
heavy rain, who sloshes around in ankle deep water to find the fault? When cars at the club roll over and
die, who gets them back on the road again? Who lends his tools to a fisherman whose outboard is
spluttering and gasping? Who schleps a suitcase full of extremely heavy sound system and projector
equipment from his boat to the club so that a handful of rugga-buggas can watch the games on the big
screen? Best of all, Andrew does all this and more, with a genuine cheerful smile on his face. How do you

do it Andrew? You are an example of what you believe. Thank you!
\_ J

100 EAMT
-~/ By Editor

| asked when | walked up to the club house for one of
Zelda’s lekker chicken curries one Friday night recently. The club was busy but | only
recognized a few faces, the rest were young people setting up sound systems, screens,
computers and a verandah full of scuba dive tanks.

“What is going on here?” | cautiously asked a stranger. “Oh, it’s the East African Marine
Transect Launch!” was the crisp reply. “How interesting,” | added uncertainly, having
absolutely no idea, who was launching what!

Must be a private party | reasoned, and tucked into the curry while watching the passing
parade. Presently | found myself listening to a young man called Mike, who was talking to
Pat Kamerman at my table. | heard him explaining exactly what EAMT stood for, and
within a few moments the curry was forgotten as | listened spellbound to Mike Markovina
passionately telling about the expedition he and other marine scientists were about to
launch up the east coast of Africa, from the BYC to the top of Kenya and back.

My mouth hung open. Here was a group of young graduates, marine biologists and
scientists, without any help from government agencies or 5 star institutions, mounting an
expedition to discover exactly what is out there, and then documenting the researched
information of the reefs, corals and fish of east Africa, and storing all this data for future
comparison and reference. My faith in the younger generation soared!
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EAMT conTINUED

At about this point in the conversation, another penny dropped into the right slot! A few
weeks before, | had seen our old friend Geoff Boerne, arrive on his huge trading yacht
called Lo Entropy and plonk himself on the beach. Lo Entropy is a heavy, steel workhorse
perfectly suited for inter-island sailing, and carrying this group of researchers up the east
coast of Africa! Mike proceeded to tell how he had met up with Geoff in Tanzania and had
on a hand shake agreement, chartered his boat for the expedition.

Another attraction at the launch, was the arrival of Maki, a well known graffiti artist from
Cape Town, who was especially flown up to paint colourful reef fish on all the dive tanks.
This generation sure does things in style!

Mike and Rhett Bennett, the expedition leaders, outlined in their presentation, the aims of
the trip and what they hoped to achieve by it. The accumulated data will be digitally
available to anyone, anywhere, and not languish on some forgotten dusty shelf, in some
forgotten corner of a library somewhere. Researchers 50 years from now will be able to
access this open data and compare their findings to the base-line laid down by this
mission.

Looking at the piles of paraphernalia stacked around the club, ready for loading onto
Geoff’s boat, one notices a lot of electronic gear and computers among the mattresses
and food stuff, indicating that there are not too many mouldy oldies like yours truly on this
trip! 1 will however, together with all the members of the BYC, be with them.

Mike, Rhett and the rest of the extended team, we, at the BYC, are honoured to share a
small part of your massive undertaking and wish you every success in realizing all your
aims. We are with you in spirit and wish you well!

Anyone wishing to know more about EAMT, go to www.marinetransect.org and follow
them up the coast.
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Bluff yacht sails through the dreaded North West Passage - Editor

The annals of yachts navigating around the world from the BYC is not endless but the most incredible one has
just been completed.

Most yachts that leave the BYC to circumnavigate the globe, follow what is euphemistically called “the milk
run”. This route takes you down to Cape Town, across the Atlantic to the Caribbean, through the Panama
Canal, across the South Pacific, Tahiti, Tonga, Fiji, around Australia and into the Indian Ocean and then, home
again. There are variations to this route, of course, but making a detour up the American east coast, around
the top of Canada, through the icy N.W. Passage and then down the west coast of the America’s to resume the
‘milk run’ in French Polynesia has NEVER been done by any South African yacht before, until now!

Ralf Dominick, a Johannesburg businessman, dreamt of doing exactly this from a very young age! After a long
search around the world he found the ideal boat at the BYC, bought it and proceeded to fit it out here, using
local expertise and talent. The yacht, a steel-hulled Barens SeaTrader 53 was launched from the BYC and
named “Imvubu” — the Zulu name for Hippo. Ralf moved his boat over to the Royal Natal Yacht Club and sailed
from there down to Cape Town, on the start of his amazing journey.

By the time Ralf reached New York he knew the boat intimately and was convinced that this was the right boat
for the NWP. Even a quick, superficial glimpse into the history of the NWP will underscore the staggering
achievement of ‘the hippo’ and her master.

The 15™ century voyages of discovery to the west, to find a passage to India and China, found their way
blocked by the American continent. The only way around this obstacle was to go down south, around Cape
Horn into the Pacific Ocean. Other intrepid explorers tried to get around over the top of the American land
mass; a journey well inside the arctic circle, a journey of violent storms, frozen seas, icebergs, polar bears and
very few settlements or help for 5000 thousand miles. For centuries many expeditions have been launched to
discover a route through this inhospitable land of ice. Hundreds of men died, frozen in their boats, like Sir
John Franklin, who disappeared with two ships. A few succeeded, like the Norwegian explorer, Roald
Amundsen, who sailed through in a small herring boat with a handful of crew in 1906. Today icebreakers cut a
path for commercial shipping to traverse the NWP in summer.

Very few yachts willingly venture into the frozen teeth of hell, unless their boats are tough and their skippers
even tougher. Ralf does not fit the description of this rough Captain Ahab image one imagines him to be —
quite the contrary! As a jet pilot and member of the Sasol Tigers aeronautical display team, he had long ago
learnt to hone his skills to make quick, correct decisions and with it curb his fear. Not at any stage of his
circumnavigation did Ralf ever experience unbridled fear (most yachtsmen do at some stage!) and this can
only be ascribed to his faith in a well-founded boat and his own abilities.

Being propelled along by gale force winds, through mountainous seas of iceberg debris, in the semi-light of
the midnight sun, to sitting on flat calm water in the beautiful Prince William Sound, looking at one of the
biggest glaciers in the world were experiences beyond description for Ralf. The trip is well documented on
www.yachtimvubu.com. Ralf has agreed to give a talk at the BYC - watch this space for details!

Well done, Ralf!

( 2\

Visiting Yacht

—
The first international yacht to visit the Bluff Yacht Club
this year is the Kiwi yacht called ERICA, skippered by

Eric and Kathy Gray.
NO CamamiT /
M /fﬁ? OST,

~, ,‘)
‘7/ What a magnificently built and finished off boat,
| | certainly the best one ever to visit our jetty. Eric
designed and built her himself, a statement of perfection
that he can be very proud of! Since the banning of whale
hunting, these creatures certainly seem to have
regenerated their species quickly. The yacht ERICA hit
| no fewer than 3 of them, which blew out the main sail
on one occasion and destroyed the jib on another. Eric
and Cathy tell that at times, the seas around them was
= alive with these spouting leviathans.

Welcome to South Africa and the Bluff Yacht Club, Eric
and Cathy. Fair winds down to the Cape and the rest of
your circumnavigation.
- J
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NEXT EDITION: We would like to include a Classified Ads section next month. If yopu have anything or
service to sell, please email your ad to the Editor, picart.pics@gmail.com
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